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RETROSPECT OF MISSIONS 


To the East Ixptes, to Arnica, and among the Invians or Norta AMERICA, under 
the direction of “ the Board of Managers of the General Convention of the Baptiss 


denomination in the United States.” 


Our Father, whe art in heaven; hallowed be thy name ; thy kingdom eome ; thy will be done in ear@, 
as it is in heaven.” 


 -— 


N°. IV. 


Mission to the East Indies. 
Continued. 
Tue empire of Burmah is about 


~ 1000 miles in length and 600 in 


breadth, spreading from about the 
9th to the 26th degree of north 
latitude, and from the 92d to the 
107th east longitude ; and contains 
a population estimated at about 
Jifteen millions. Towards the north 
the country is mountainous. The 
plains and vallies in the -south, 
particularly near the rivers, are 
exceedingly fertile. The seasons 
are regular, the climate salubri- 
ous, and the natives vigorous and 
healthy. 

Vox. IIl.—NVew Series. 
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In one of her letters, Mrs. Jud- 
son observes, “ The country pre- 
sénts a rich, beautiful appearance, 
every where covered with vegeta- 
tion, and, if cultivated, would be 
one of the finest in the world; but 
the poor natives have no induce- 
ment to labour, or raise any thing, 
as it would probably be taken from 
them by their oppressive rulers, 
Many of them live on leaves and 
vegetables that grow spontaneous- 
ly, and some actually starve with 
hunger. Every thing is extremely 
high; therefore many are induced 
to steal whatever comes in their 
way. There are constant robberies 
and murders committed ; scarcely 
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a night but houses are broken 
open, and things stolen. But our 


trust and confidence are in our | 


heavenly Father, who can easily 
preserve and protect us, though a 
host should encamp about us.” 
The Burmans are a very inqui- 
sitive people, and in their inter- 
views with Mr. Judson have dis- 
played a depth of reasoning, and 
of critical observation, altogether 
engaging and unexpected. Some 
disputations sustained with one of 
their teachers, in presence of ma- 
ny of the natives, have enabled 
Mr. Judson satisfactorily to point 
out the absurdities of their reli- 
gious scheme, and to enforce and 
establish the reasonableness and 
propriety of the doctrines of the 
Cross. The religion of the coun- 
try is semi-atheistic. In defend- 
ing their wretched tenets, much 
shrewdness and pertinacity have 
been manifested by them. When 
Mr. Judson has pointed out the 
fallacy of their arguments, and in- 


vited an investigation of the senti- | 


ments offered to their acceptance 
in the word of God, they have 
been obliged to admit his superi- 
ority, and to retire from the con- 
test, divested of the fancied ho- 
nours with which they had array- 
ed themselves. Frequently have 
the most acute disputants among 
them been silenced by the derision 


of their auditors, while to Mr. | 


Judson has been awarded the meed 
of commendation and. applause. 
Those who have been enabled to 
make a profession of faith in Jesus 
as the Saviour of sinners, appear 
to cntertain as clear and as definite 
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opinions of his Divinity, and of his 
mediatorial and expiatory offices, 
as the best indoctrinated Chris- 
tians among us; and, up to the 
latest accounts from this station, 
have exhibited fruits worthy of 
their high calling. 

Some knowledge of letters and 
of writing appears to be diffused 
among all classes, not even ex- 
cepting those in the lowest walks 
of society. Every kind of religion 
seems at present to be tolerated. 
The government, however, in all 
its ramifications, is not only des- 
potic, but capricious and sangui- 
nary. The trial by ordeal, which 
forms part of their legal code, 
evinces, at once, their intellectual 
degradation and superstitious ab- 
surdity. As might be expected 
in a heathen country, the state of 
morals and of society is exceed- 
ingly deplorable. The condition 
of the women casts an indelible 
stigma upon the national charac- 
ter. The evidence of a female is 
not of equal weight with that of a 
man; and a woman is not allowed 
to enter a court of justice, but 
must deliver her testimony on the 
outside. The practice of selling 
their daughters, and even their 
wives, to strangers, is by no means 
uncommon. Depressed by habi- 
tual degradation, they yield them- 
selves to this barbarous custom 
with seeming resignation. No 
people present more affecting ob- 
jects to the eye of Christian bene- 
volence, none can offer more ten- 
der appeals to females whose lot 
Providence has cast in a Christian 
community, than the wretched in- 
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habitants of this naturally fine 
country. 

Rancoon, the principal seat of 
the American mission, is the chief 
seaport of Burmah. It is about 
670 miles S. E. from Calcutta, and 
contains. 5000 houses. As early 
as the year 1807, an attempt was 
made by the Serampore brethren 
to establish a mission here; but, 
after repeated failures, they relin- 
quished it to our missionary Mr. 
Judson. 

Soon after his arrival it was 
considered proper to call on the 
viceroy and his lady, to pay them 
the respect due to their exalted 
stations. Mrs. Judson was intro- 
duced by a French lady who had 
eften visited the viceroy’s lady, 
and was very kindly entertained. 
When about to depart, her high- 
ness took her by the hand, said 
she was pleased to see her, and 
would be happy to receive fre- 
quent visits. Mr. Judson was not 
so favourably noticed. The vice- 
roy scarcely deigned to look at 
him. But a great object was. ac- 
complished. In the event of their 
being involved, by any adverse 
circumstances, in difficulties with 
the natives, access might be had 
to her highness, when it would be 
impossible to procure an inter- 
view with the viceroy. During the 
following year (1814) it was found 
necessary, on account of Mrs, Jud- 
son’s infirm state of health, to vi- 
sit Madras for medical assistance. 
The voyage, and attendance she 
received, were rendered means of 
relief to her, through the blessing 








of her heavenly Father; and, after !! 





a short absence, she returned to 
her studies, much recruited in her 
health, and established in faith. 
On the 1lth of January, 1815, 
they left the mission-house, and 
occupied one in the town. To the 
adoption of this measure they were 
induced, partly through fear of 
robbers, and partly for the sake of 
being more with the natives, and 
learning more of their manners. 
They also hoped that, by mingling 
with them, they skould be enabled 
to acquire the language in a short- 
er time, and with greater accura- 
cy. In about one week after they 
had removed, a band of fifteen or 
twenty robbers attacked a house 
very near the one they had left, 
and after stabbing the owner, car- 
ried off every thing they could find. 
In consequence of this robbery and 
murder, the viceroy immediately 
ordered seven thieves to be exe- 
cuted. They were tied up by their 
hands and feet, and then cut open, 
and left with their bowels hanging 
out, a spectacle to others for three 
days, after which they were buried. 
Their never-dying souls entered 
the eternal world, without ever 
hearing of Him who was put to 
death as a malefactor to save the 
guilty! O, that the gospel of the 
grace of God may be speedily ex- 
perienced to the salvation of that 
poor degraded people, and that 
the habitations of cruelty, in every 
quarter of the globe, may soon 
become the abodes of mercy and 
of peace—and songs of gratitude 
and praise be sung by all the hu- 
man family! 
The missionaries have found, 
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by innumerable providences, that 
the Lord is a present help in every 
time of need. They were in the 
habit of retiring from the confu- 
sion of the town on the Lord’s day, 
for the purpose of enjoying, at the 
English mission-house, the privi- 
leges of the Sabbath. On the 20th 
of March, just as they arrived, a 
servant informed them there was 
a fire near the town. They set off 
immediately for their house, that 
they might save their furniture 
and books. When they came to 
the town-gate, they found it shut. 
After waiting some time the gate 
was opened, and they succeeded 
in removing all their property to 
the mission-house. The fire con- 
tinued to rage all day, and de- 
stroyed almost all the town, walls, 
gates, kc. They were now more 
exposed to the assaults of thieves 
and robbers; but He who had 
hitherto guarded them, and had 
so recently preserved their goods 
from the devouring element, af- 
forded them consolation in believ- 
ing that no evil thing shauld dis- 
turb their quiet. : 

Early in April, Mr. Felix Carey 
arrived from Calcutta, at which 
place he had made a short stay on 
his return from Aya, the capital of 
Burmah; and, on the 20th of Au- 
gust, with his wife and family, he 
embarked on board a government 
brig bound to Ava, where he ex- 
pected to found a new mission 
station. The brig had been in the 
river about ten days, when she 
upset, and instantly went down. 
Mrs. Carey, two children, and 
some of the men servants who 











could not swim, were lost. Mr. 
C. endeavoured to save his little 
boy, (three years old,) but find- 
ing himself going down, he was 
obliged to give up the child. Thus, 
in a moment, he was deprived of 
all his earthly property, and taught, 
in the bereavements of a discon- 
solate heart, how unstable is all 
sublunary bliss, and that only one 
thing is needful ! 

On the departure of Mrs. C, 
from the mission-house, the care 
of the family devolved entirely on 
Mrs. Judson. Her means of ac- 
quiring a critical acquaintance 
with the language werg conse- 
quently circumscribed; but she 
was thus enabled to converse more 
fluently with the natives, than she 
otherwise could have been. 

About this time a new viceroy 
arrived, whose urbanity and mild- 
ness acquired for him the love 
and respect of the people. Soon 
after his arrival he called at the 
mission-house, and requested Mr. 
and Mrs. Judson to come to the go- 
vernment-house frequently. They 
called to see him, and were treated 
with much more respect than was 
exhibited towards the natives. 
When the viceroy removed to his 
new house he gave a dinner, to 
which all the English and French 
in Rangoon were invited. The 
missionaries also received an invi- 
tation; and, although they would 
much rather have remained at 
home, yet they could not refuse 
without incurring displeasure, and 
accordingly they went. In the 
course of the evening the viceroy’s 
lady asked what kind of a teacher 
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Mr. Judson was? Mrs. J. replied 
in the Burman idiom, “ A teacher 
of the will of the true God.” The 
Burmans have a very great regard 
for their priests. They consider 
them a superior race of beings ; 
and this was probably one cause of 
the marked attention they receiv- 
ed from her ladyship. 


ee 


ON THE INEFFICACY OF ALL WORLD- 
LY ATTAINMENTS, UNLESS SANCTI- 
FIED BY RELIGION. 

Tuat vanity may be written on 
all our enjoyments, and all grati- 
fications of a mere temporal na- 
ture, is an incontrovertible truth, 
which the daily experience of the 
young, and the more mature and 
settled experience of the old, will 
continually confirm; and it can 
only be doubted by those whose 
minds are lost in a continued vor- 
tex of worldly pursuits; who, from 
an ardent love of the world, would 
fain disprove what they every day 
jJament, that they are disappointed 
and unhappy. They have accustom- 
ed themselves to wear a mask, till 
they cannot bear to go without it; 
and would endeavour to establish 
a lasting gratification in the opin- 
ion of others, who may believe 
them possessed of what they daily 
sigh for, The very nature of the 
soul, which is immortal, can only 
be satisfied with immortal posses- 
sions ; all things which begin and 
end with time, are of no more 
estimation in the truly religious 
mind, than in the degree in which 
they are made subservient to eter- 

































nal purposes—in themselves they 
are transient and perishing. 

Honour, riches, pre-eminence, 
and power, may all be rendered 
subservient to the cause of religion 
and virtue, and in this new creation 
of their uses may be pronounced 
very good; but, considered in 
themselves, as they will come toe 
nothing, so they are nothing. Ask 
the youth, on whom religion and 
virtue have made some early im- 
pressions, in what estimation he 
holds worldly pleasures and grati- 
fications, when he returns to his 
serious, silent, and monitory reflec- 
tions; and he will candidly own, 
that they are vain, delusive, and 
unprofitable; that if he can find 
only one friend in the world who 
so estimates them, one of his 
truest satisfactions would be 2 
frequent and uninterrupted inter- 
course with such a friend, on 
more interesting and more im- 
portant subjects. In his riper 
years, he will confirm more and 
more the estimate made in his 
youth; his pursuit of virtuous 
attainments will become more 
steady, and more ardent, with hie 
advancing years, till his thoughts, 
words, and actions will have steady 
purposes in them, and will serve 
at once to render him more and 
more useful here, and to prepare 
him for a better state. 

Virtue is eternal; and the mind 
that is soberly impressed with its 
dictates, to the constant practice 
of them, lives in eternity, even 
while in time, and will find time 
truly delightful, in the degree in 
which it opens the prospect of 
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eternity. The mind that would 
shut out this prospect, separates 
itself from religious virtue, and 
meets with incessant disappoint- 
ment. It will not own the truth, 
because it does not love the truth; 
for truth leads to virtue, and virtue 
to eternal delight. Should the 
aged advise, their counsel is dis- 
regarded, as having outlived their 
enjoyments, though the calm and 
sober satisfaction which virtue 
brings will increase to the last 
moments of a man’s life. Should 
the young advise, their observa- 
tions are of no account; they are 
thought as yet unacquainted with 
the world. Thus is all admonition 
lost on the disciple of falsehood ; 
and admonition slighted, is misery 
secured. Man was created for 
happiness, it is true, even in this 
world; but according to the laws 
of happiness. From a breach of 
the Divine commandments, or the 
Jaws of happiness, which regard 
even the inmost thoughts and 
effections, are derived the innu- 
merable forms of human misery 
which we daily meet with. 

Those whose elevated affections, 
and whose upright intentions and 
conduct open to them the cheering 
prospect ofeternity, will find, by an 
humble dependance on the Divine 
Providence, the secret of soothing 
adversity, and of giving tenfold 
eajoyment to the swift career of 
time; while those who, from aver- 
sion, or a cold disregard to reli- 
gious instruction and practice, 
shut out the prospect of eternity, 
will not only have an eternity to 
gread, but will, of consequence, 


inevitably deprive themselves du- 

ring their whole lives, of the true 

and heartfelt enjoyments of time. 
A. 
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ADDRESS 


Delivered at the opening of the Columbian 
College in the District of Columbia, 
January 9, 1822; by the President, the 
Rev. Witi1aMm Staveuton, D.D. Mem- 
ber of the American Philosophical Soci- 


ely. 
[Concluded.} 


Ir is unnecessary I enlarge on 
the studies which a collegiate 
course embraces. The acquire- 
ment of other languages, by no 
means involves the neglect of a 
critical acquaintance with our own. 
To the improvement of their mo- 
ther tongue, the ancients were 
scrupulously attentive. The names 
of Roman orators are yet on re- 
cord, who taught some of their 
emperors Latin, notwithstanding 
it was their native language. The 
knowledge of the earth and of the 
heavenly bodies; the philosophy 
of matter, of mind, and of morals; 
the mathematics in theory, and in 
their practical application; histo- 
ry and chronology, composition 
and elocution, demand the labours 
of a student, and will, within these 
walls, be assiduously taught. In 
our colleges, Natural History 
seems to be too much neglected. 
It is, in Sweden, the study of the 
schools, and the path to respecta- 
bility and preferment. 

A question, and certainly a se- 
rious one, has often occurred te 
the minds of parents—Which is 











to be preferred, a public or a 
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private education? In behalf of 
private tuition it is urged, that 
a tutor can best superintend the 
instruction of a few; that in pub- 
lic schools the empire of vice is 
more extended and dangerous; 
that seclusion is favourable to 
knowledge and virtuous habits; 
that it is of importance that youth 
spend much of their time with 
persons advanced in life ; and that 
some boys, feeble of constitution, 
may be exposed to the oppression 
of the healthy and the strong. 
Cowper has been referred to as 
an example; and it is evident the 
poet, in his Tirocinium, has sum- 
moned the powers of his genius to 
impart popularity to these consi- 
derations. 

Imposing as such ideas may 
seem, their propriety is seriously 
questionable. Where discipline 
is maintained, by a happy associ- 
ation of mildness and energy, it 
is of little importance whether 
pupils be few or numerous. Col- 
leges, under proper government, 
are by no means inauspicious to 
the habits of virtue: on the con- 
trary, they contain the best cor- 
rectives of vicious propensities. 
Dr. Barrow, whose acuteness of 
ebservation has been rarely ex- 
ceeded, and whose experience as 
a professor was extensive, asserts 
with confidence, that he had sel- 
dom known a youth deeply in- 
volved in depravity at schools, who 
did not bring the seeds of it along 
with him. Desirable as it may 
be thought that every Telemachus 
have a Mentor by his side, the 
voice of reason, the impulse of 








feeling, intimate distinctly that 
youth are the naturah.companions 
of youth. In public seminaries as 
much seclusion is enjoined and 
practised, as learning can demand, 
or health can authorize. Shut up, 
if it be thought best, the delicate. 
plant in a well-secured green- 
house; but remember, the sap- 
lings that are to become oaks 
of Bashan and cedars of Lebanon, 
ask for breezes, and showers, and 
sunshine. At public schools emu- 
lation is ever on the stretch; 2 
generous sense of honour is in- 
spired; the science of human na- _ 
ture is, to a considerable extent, 
attained; and such friendships, 
as is remarked by Tertullian, are 
frequently contracted, as solace 
and ennoble the whole progress of 
future existence. It is not a truth, 
I appeal to universal experience, 
that living a while in a college, 
destroys a relish for the endearing 
attractions of a father’s dwelling. 
It is not an inglorious delight in 
indolence,. but a well-retained af: 
fection for home, that is ever cal- 
culating the day that ushers in a 
vacation. I am satisfied, from 
long observation, that our young 
men, with few exceptions, leave 
their Alma Mater, not simply with 
an informed understanding, but 
with their manners softened, and 
their hearts improved. Parents 
are constantly exposed to the mis- 
take of overvaluing the’ faculties 
of their children. The apologies 
of natural affection are indeed 
tender and forcible, but require to 
be admitted with caution. Boys 
ef corrupt disposition, whether 
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educated in the retirement of a {| ment of learning, what are called 


parlour, or introduced into the 
public halls of science, will saga- 
ciously find, or model for them- 
selves, associates whose inclina- 
tions shall coincide with their 
own. Other circumstances, apart 
from cultivation, distinguish Ara- 
bia the Desert from Arabia the 
Blest. 

In support of the system of pub- 
lic education, the erection of Col- 
leges has justly been considered as 
constituting a new era in the an- 
nals of literature. The Academy 
and the Lyceum were the glory of 
Greece. In Persia, in the Indies, 
in Britain and Gaul, colleges flou- 
rished under the superintendence 
of the Magi, the Gymnosophists, 
and the Druids; but it was in the 
twelfth and thirteenth centuries of 
the Christian era, that these insti- 
tutions put on the character of 
importance and stability for which 
they continue to be distinguished. 
The supposition that the Univer- 
sity of Oxford was founded as early 
as the days of the illustrious Al- 
fred, is destitute of probability. 
The himts that suggest it have 
been discovered to be interpola- 
tions. His name is not introduced 
into any of the records or statutes 
of that establishment. Merton 





and University Colleges, in Ox-| 
ford; Peter House College and | 
Clare Hall in Cambridge ;~ and 
perhaps we may add, the Univer- 


sity of Paris, first confirmed to | 
| 
j 


Furope an idea of the utility of 
collegiate institutions, of which 
she has since so abundantly avail- 





. r 
ed herself. For the encourage-! 


degrees were devised. BacuEor, 
at the time to which we refer, was 
a title of honour given to a young 
cavalier on his receiving the mili- 
tary girdle. The transfer was easy 
and acceptable from the occupa- 
tion of the warrior to the science 
of the schools. In the thirteenth 
century, this degree was first in- 
troduced by pope Gregory IX. 
The degrees of Master and Doc- 
ror succeeded. Trivial as such 
honours may seem, the idea of 
obtaining them operates as an in- 
centive to industry. Inspiring the 
dread of dishonour, they arouse 
from slumber the indolent and 
neglectful; while persevering me- 
rit, assured of the classic laurel, 
exerts itself with vigour and suc- 
cess. Of the excitement in favour 
of literature, produced when col- 
leges began to be erected, some 
idea may be formed from the fact, 
that in the year 1262, the Univer- 
sity of Bolcgna alone contained 
ten thousand students. As early 
as 1340, twenty thousand were in 
the University at Oxford. In the 
same century, on a question agi- 
tated in the University of Paris, 
ten thousand graduates gave in 
their suffrages. The advantages 
these institutions presented to the 
juvenile inquirer, it is admitted, 
were more specious than solid; 
for, in the age we are describing, 
the grand luminaries of modern 
science were below the horizon. 
If Europe deserve the tribute 
of praise for having disseminated 
literary” establishments over all 








her nations, a meed not less con- 












































_ years have elapsed since the col- 
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spicuous is due to the venerable 
forefathers by whom our country 
was colonized. The winds and 
billows that pressed them to the 
shores of the Atlantic, transported 
the purest morals, the most ra- 
tional and enlightened ideas of 
devotion, and the steadiest habits 
of industrious life. Scarcely had 
they begun to till the earth for their 
subsistence, before their views 
were directed to the culture of 
the mind. The trees of the forest 
furnished their academic groves, 
where their youth were educated 
in whatever could contribute to 
use, and ornament, and liberty, 
and honour, and virtue. Without 
entering into the history of the 
earlier schools, every lover of 
learning in the United States must 
recollect, with grateful pleasure, 
that the morning sun shed its rays 
on Harvard College in Massachu- 
setts nearly two hundred years 
azo, The talents and exertions of 
a missionary from England, the 
Rev. James Blair, obtained a char- 
ter for the College of William and 
Mary, in Virginia, in the year 1693. 
More than an hundred and twenty 


fege was founded in Connecticut, 
whose ‘name has embalmed the 
memory of governor Yale. Nas- 
sau Hall, in New Jersey, from 
which have come forth so large a 
number of physicians, advocates, 
and divines, was thrown open 
about the year 1738; and the in- 
sutution which has grown into 
“the University of Pennsylvania,” 
was originated in 1750. The Uni- 


.ts present name from the munifi- 
cence of Nicholas Brown, Esq. 
appears to have been projected in 
the Philadelphia Association in 
the year 1762. Nurtured by the 
pious care of the Rev. Dr. Man- 
'ning, supported in a good degree, 
in its youth, by the collections of 
the Rev. Morgan Edwards and the 
Rev. Dr. Hezekiah Smith, and en- 
couraged by “ the adventurous and 
resolute Browns,” it has attained 
to a well-nerved maturity, and is 
“stretching forth the curtains of 
its habitation.” 

The swell of a tide elevates 





every thing subject to its influence. 
Proportionate to the progression 
of population; to the spread of 
commerce over the ocean; to the 
advancement of home manufac- 
tures; to the improvement and 
extension of agriculture, has been 
the diffusion of learning. Recum- 
bent no longer, she rises—the sta- 
bility, the glory of the Republic. 
In the eastern world, villages and 
towns are rarely increasing. The 
gazetteer of one generation scarce- 
ly requires a new edition for the 
succeeding. On the contrary, in 
these United States, new hamlets 
and cities are reflected from a 
thousand streams, and new edi- 
fices ascending for the resort of 
the Muses, From thirty to forty 
colleges are already flourishing 
among us, under the direction of 
men whose qualifications possess 
the esteem and veneration of 2 
discerning community. Schools 
are multiplying for the purpose of 
imparting to the future heroes of 








‘ersity in Rhode-Island, deriving 
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the Union the knowledge of mili- 
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tary tactics, and of explorimg and 
enlarging the regions of medicine 
and law. 

In the midst of other improve- 
ments, the pious and enlightened 
mind must have observed, with 
conscious pleasure, the strong ef- 
forts that are employed by Chris- 
tians of well nigh every denomina- 
tion for communicating instruc- 
tion to approved young men who 
promise usefulness in the ministry ; 
especially when it is recollected, 
that ignorance, among what were 
called the clergy, was a sleeping 
and pestilential morass, whence 
arose the low exhalations with 
which Europe, for ages, was dark- 
ened. It is the part of candour to 
acknowledge, that to the colleges 
attached to the cathedrals, we are 
indebted for the preservation of the 
works of ancient authors, which, 
in other situations, the rudeness 
of the Vandal and the Goth might 
have destroyed; but at the same 
thne it must be confessed, that 
what was taught of grammar and 
of magic, of mathematical figures 
and of divinity, contributed no- 
thing to the expansion of intellect, 
to the developement of the rights 
of society, or to the spiritual and 
elevated worship of the living 
and true God. During the period 
which Prideaux denominates “ the 
reign of the schoolmen,”’ theolo- 
Rical questions were decided by 
the writings of a heathen philoso- 
pher, translated into Latin from a 
version made by the Saracens, the 
followers of Mahomet. 

The Jewish nation was never 
distinguished for the refinements 
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of science. It presents to the 
world, notwithstanding, examples 
of religious and moral instruction, 
which must ensure respect. With- 
out admitting, as some of the 
Hebrews assert, that there were 
schools anterior to the deluge, of 
which Adam, and Enoch, and 
Noah, were the successive super- 
intendents, it is certain that, at 
Naioth in Ramah, schools of the 
prophets existed. Sons, or as the 
word may import, students of the 
prophets, were found at Bethel 
and in the plain of Jericho, under 
the care of Elijah and Elisha. 
These, or similar seminaries, pro- 
bably continued until the Babylo- 
nian Captivity. Synagogues,which, 
after this catastrophe, began to 
grow in number, in some degree 
superseded the use of schools, but 
did not destroy them. A short 
time before the birth of Christ, 
Jewish literature had gained 2 
considerable ascendency, by the 
instructions of Hillel and Sham- 
mai, who, according to Jerome, 
were each at the head of a cele- 
brated establishment. Even after 
the overthrow of Jerusalem, the 
Jews had their academies in the 
various countries into which they 
were dispersed. Calmet hesitates 
not at stating, that “ on the ruins 
of these schools were formed those 
of Egypt and Europe.” It is an 
interesting fact, that several of 
their most eminent teachers, Mai- 
monides, Aben-Ezra, Jarchi, Rab- 
bi Nathan, and Kimchi, flourished 
a very short time before the found- 
ing of European colleges. 

It is far from being the senti- 
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ment of the General Convention 
ef the Baptist denomination, or of 
any of the individuals who have 
been concerned in the erection of 
the building in which we are this 
day assembled, that a liberal edu- 
gation is an essential qualification 
in a Christian minister. A vast 
number of excellent men are to be 
found in the churches, and will be 
succeeded by hundreds more, who, 
without the advantages of litera- 
ture, familiar with the doctrine 
and power of the gospel, and call- 
ed, as we believe, of God to their 
office, have been ifistrumental in 
the conversion and sanctification 
of the hearts of multitudes. May 
the Supreme Head of the church 
still more abundantly crown their 
pious and laborious endeavours. 
But these very men are, for the 
most part, among the first to regret 
that the treasures of knowledge 
have, to them, never been unfold- 
ed, and many of them are among 
the most liberal encouragers of 
theological schools. Attainments, 
such as the apostles of Christ were 
permitted to realize, who for three 
years passed their pupilage under 
the instructions of their heavenly 
Master, and who were afterwards 
endowed with the astonishing gift 
of tongues, it were vain to antici- 
pate; but surely the improvement 
society has made, during the past 
thirty years, intimates the propri- 
ety of a corresponding one in the 
minister of the sanctuary. Surely, 
without relying on a translation, 
how much soever approved, it is 
desirable that a public teacher be 
able to read the pages of inspira- 








tion in the languages in which 
they were written. Unacquainted 
with the construction of his mo- 
ther tongue, with the history of 
nations, with the economy of the 
earth and heavens, and with the 
science of composition, he must 
deplore the privation he suffers, 
when called ‘to defend the truths 
which are dearer than life, in the 
presence of adversaries who have 
arrayed themselves in all the ar- 
mour which learning can furnish. 
Of the sober use made by the apos- 
tle of his familiarity with Grecian 
poets, we have a beautiful speci- 
men in his speech before the Are- 
opagus at Athens. In the present 
age, when missionaries are pass- 
ing into almost every region of the 
earth, it is evident that, to enable 
them with the greater facility to 
acquire new languages, and to 


translate the scriptures from the 


original text, a sound and exten- 
sive education is not only desirable 
but necessary. It is admirably 
ordained in Providence that the 
powers of reasoning during the 
stages of childhood and youth are 
feeble, while the memory is in full 
vigour, and industriously engaged 
in collecting materials for the fu- 
ture service of the understanding. 
This arrangement in nature incul- 
cates the propriety of commencing 
a course of study, and particularly 
the study of languages, where so 
much is to be recollected, as early 
as practicable, Pious youth, call- 
ed by the churches to officiate in 
the ministry of the gospel, should 
beware lest the golden period for 
mental improvement for ever es- 
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cape them. The observations I 
am offering are predicated on the 
fact, that our college embraces a 
Theological as well as a Classical 
department. 

It is unnecessary to insist on the 
sacred importance of education in 
general. Many of the ablest au- 
thors of ancient and modern times 
have exhibited its value. What 
inheritance, equally precious and 
permanent, cana parent bequeath ? 
Where is the man who does not 
aspire at the consolation of reflect- 
ing, in life’s decline, that he has 
trained up his children in the way 
that they should go? One consi- 
deration must not be forgotten. 
Children are the hope of the com- 
ing age. A few years will intro- 
duce upon the stage of public ac- 
tion another generation of men, 
who, when we are sleeping with 
our fathers, wil! offer to the world 


¢€xamples, and spread through it | 


principles, that shall prove useful 
or detrimental, corresponding with 
the direction that education shall 
have communicated. Other phy- 


sicians will enter the chambers of 
the afflicted; other divines will be | 


heard from our pulpits; and other 
civilians display their talents in 
courts of judicature. Yonder 
magnificent Carrron will concen- 
trate the wisdom of other senators, 
and resound with the periods of 
other representatives. Let the 


parent, the patriot, the Christian, | 


seriously ponder on this idea, and 
he will no more neglect his duty 
than he can cease to love his chii- 
dren, his country, and his God. 
The formation of the manners of 
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youth is the moral fulcrum by 
which we may raise the world. 

States, the most enlightened, 
without claiming the business of 
education, have promoted its solid 
interests by their liberal patron- 
age. Their example is worthy 
of universal adoption. It is by 
such means that a commonwealth 
throws bulwarks around her, that 
shall remain firm and unimpaired, 
when brass and marble shall have 
fallen and decayed. Learning has 
a tendency to introduce amiable- 
ness and dignity into domestic life; 
it secures to its possessor treasures 
infinitely superior to all that ava- 
rice has ever collected, vanity re- 
counted, or adversity swept away. 
Speucippus is said to have placed 
round his schoo! the pictures of 
Joy and Gladness, with the inten- 
tion of signifying that the business 
of instruction should be rendered 
as pleasant as possible. Perhaps 
the philosopher had in view a still 
higher idea; and was desirous of 
intimating, that learning is a basis 
on which a large proportion of 
the comforts of our present exist- 
ence will be found to rest. 

The Columbian College, whose 
faculty have this day been an- 
nounced and recognized, for the 
present is open chiefly to classi- 
cal and theological students; but 
should the blessing of Heaven de- 
scend on the projects, and crown 
the exertions of its friends and 
supporters, additional edifices will 
soon be erected, where lectures 
will be delivered on the Institutes 
of Law and on Medical Science. 

Contemplating the rapidity with 
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which these buildings have arisen. 
the preservation of the workmen 
from the slightest harm, and the 
liberal contributions that have 
been obtained, and are still arriv- 
ing; and remembering, that every 
rood gift and every perfect gift is 
from above, we must feel that an 
offering of undissembled gratitude 
is due to the Father of Lights. . In 
His Name the foundation has been 
faid; and to the charge of his gra- 
cious Providence, the destinies of 
the Columbian College are, with 
humility and satisfaction, confided. 
The recommendation with which 
the venerable and beloved Presi- 
dent of the United States has been 
pleased to honour the Institution ; 
the testimonials. obligingly fur- 
nished by the reverend and excel- 
lent Professors of the Theological 
and the 
approbation expressed by many of 
eur most distinguished citizens, 
are contemplated with sincere ac- 
knowledement. The friendship 
which has long subsisted between 
the Agent of the Board of Mana- 
gers of the Baptist General Con- 
vention and myself, would subject 
me to the imputation of a mis- 
taken partiality, were I to state 
half the sentiments I entertain of 
his toils, his integrity, and his 
ardour. His works shall praise 
him, and collect round his charac- 
ter the’ grateful affections of the 
friends of Religion, of Literature, 
and of Man. 
the Board of Trustees, and, indeed. 
in each of its members, he has 
found a faithful and ardent coad- 
jutor. 


Seminary at Andover; 


Among the numerous consider- 
ations which afford pleasure to th« 
patrons of our College, and inspi- 
rit their generous hopes, its /oca- 
tion must be mentiened. From 
this hill, as from the eminence on 
which £neas stood, the frequent 
pupil shall look down and ex- 
claim— 


“ O fortunati! quorum jam meenia surgunt.” 


He will behold a rising metropo- 
lisx—not the city Carthage, but 
the city Washington. From the 
window of his study he shall look 
out and ask—What spot is that 
whose trees rise high above the 
surrounding foliage? and shall 
learn, it is Vernon, where Wash- 
ington lived—where Washington 
sleeps. Tully acknowledges the 
transports he experienced, when 
he saw the laurel grove where 
Plato held his disputations, ané 
the porticoes at Athens where 
Socrates taught. But superior 
transports shall swell the bosom 
of the young American, while he 
gazes on the mount, where dwelt 
the hero, who, with the Eagle for 
his standard, fought the battles of 
his country, achieved her liberty, 
illumined her councils; and, leav- 
ing her a legacy of paternal advice 
and patriotic example, in peace 
expired. Imagination, on the soft 
breezes of evening, shall hear the 
notes which the trumpet of the 





In the President of 


Genius of Liberty sounds over his 
| sepulchre; and affection shall ex- 
ult and weep for Washington ! 
When Solomon was anointed to 
the government of Israel, he was 








ted, at the command of his father, 
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to the fountain of Gihon. Some 
of the Rabbis tell us, that it was 
common when officers were set 
apart to public, or more private 
stations, for the ceremonies of in- 
auguration to take place by the 
side of running water; as if to 
express a hope that their services, 
like the stream, might refresh, 
and fertilize, and continue. Alas! 
it is the lot of mortals to die!— 
Rivers will pursue their meanders 
to the sea, when upon us the night 
of death shall have fallen. Yet, 
surely, we may be permitted to 
express our strong desire, and re- 
verent supplication, that long as 
the adjacent Potomac shall flow, 
this seat of learning and virtue 
may flourish, a blessing to the 
District—to the Union—to the 
World. 


—— 


. THE CONGREGATION OF THE LORD. 





AtTHouGH, in the Divine pur- 
pose, a sufficient sacrifice for sin 
had been provided from eternity, 
yet it did not seem good to Infinite 
Wisdom that it should be imme- 
diately offered, when first sin en- 
tered into the world. Over four 
thousand years of ignorance and 
crime Jehovah looked to that pe- 
riod denominated “ the fulness of 
time,” when it would best display 
the Divine perfections, for the Re- 
deemer to atone for transgression, 
and repentance and remission of 
sins to be preached in his name 
among allnations. As, in the ex- 
ercises of an individual Christian, 
the discovery of salvation in Christ 





is withheld until an anxiety is ! 


excited in his breast, that makes 
the discovery welcome; so, in the 
history of the world, the Messiah 
makes not his appearance, until 
mankind have felt the necessity of 
such a Deliverer: then he comes, 
the Desire of all Nations. It 
pleased God, that a full experi- 
ment should be made of man’s 
power and skill to find a remedy 
for his moral disease, before God’s 
remedy for the healing of the na- 
tions should be revealed and ap- 
plied. “ After that, in the wisdom 
of God, the world by wisdom knew 
not God, it pleased God, by the 
foolishness of preaching, to save 
them that believe.” 

The experiment which, in the 
wisdom of God, opened the way 
for the Redeemer’s entrance into 
the world, was of a two-fold na- 
ture; or, rather, there were two 
distinct experiments, demonstrat- 
ing distinct truths. When the 
bolder enemies of God and. reli- 
gion make their appeal from the 
volume of inspiration to the vol- 
ume of nature, and assert the suf- 
ficiency of the latter to enlighten 
and direct in the search after God; 
we can refer to actual experiment, 
to ascertain how far fallen man, 
without the oracles of God, can 
advance toward the knowledge of 
the Divine character. With the 
light of nature, the bright beams 
of. science, and the keen eye of 
natural genius, the wisest men of 
antiquity still fedt, in the dark, 
after the unknown God. When 
the more insidious enemies of re- 
ligion assert, that man has suffi- 





cient native virtue, if properly 
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cultivated, to render him accept- 
able to God,—that there are influ- 
ences of the word, or Spirit, com- 
mon to all men, which are suffi- 
cient, without any additional spe- 
cial influence, to bring him to 
know and enjoy the Most High; 
we have, in the wisdom of God, 
another completed experiment, 
which decides against this doc- 
trine, with as much certainty as is 
any where to be found within the 
limits of experimental philosophy. 
In the sacred record is the history 
of a people, who had the advan- 
tage over every other people much 
every way. They were not left to 
read the volume of nature only; 
but to them were committed the 
oracles of God. They were not 
left with unmeaning forms, and 
unauthorized rites of religion ; but 
they had ordinances of divine ser- 
vice, instituted on the authority 
of God: “ To them pertained the 
adoption, and the glory, and the 
covenants, and the giving of the 
law, and the service of God, and 
the promises.” Nor were they 
without instructers in religion; 


_ but holy men of God were raised 


up among them, who spake as 
they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost. Neither were they with- 
out motives to obedience; but a 
covenant was made with them, 
containing every threat that might 
deter—every promise that might 
allure. The experiment was made 
fairly and completely. Jehovah 
himself said, “ What more could 
I have done for my vineyard, that 
I have not done ?”—And what was 








the result? It was clearly demon- ‘| 


strated, that man is totally de- 
praved ; that the best institutions, 
instructions and motives, with all 
common influences of the Spirit, 
are altogether insufficient to re- 
store his fallen nature; and that 
a direct, special influence upon 
his heart, by the effectual working. 
of Divine power, is indispensably 
necessary, in order to make him 
delight in the law of God, and 


render acceptable obedience to its 


holy requirements. See Heb. viii. 
8, 9, 10. 

That society of persons which 
was the subject of the last men- 
tioned experiment, is frequently 
denominated in scripture the Con- 
gregation of the Lord. It appears 
to have been the only divinely in- 
stituted society, organized for re- 
ligious worship, that ever existed 
before the coming of Christ. The 
end for which it. was instituted, 
has been sufiiciently shown. Some 
remarks relative to the time of its 
institution, its constituent mem-_ 
bers, and its dissolution, may not 
be unimportant. 

The first account that the scrip: 
tures give of the Congregation of 
the Lord, we find in the twelfth 
chapter of Exodus. When anew 
order of things was introduced; 
when the year received a new be~ 
ginning, and became, as it has 
been called, the ecclesiastical year ;, 
when God took his freofile by the 
hand, to lead them out of the land: 
of Egypt, (Heb. viii. 9.;). when 
that code of laws for the regula- 
tion of religious worship, which 
the apostle means by the first co- 
venant, throughout his epistle to 


















































PGR Oe 


















a ese ete ne 







































eee 
gree 


a 








¢ 





112 


THE LATTER DAY LUMINARY. 








the Hebrews, began to be promul- 


ged; and the passover, as one of | 


the ordinances of Divine service 
pertaining to the first covenant, 
was instituted: then, first, are the 
Psraelites recognized as a worship- 


ping congregation, and are called | 


the Congregation of the Lord. 
Before this time they had, indeed, 
been distinguished from the rest 
sf mankind; but not by the cha- 
racters of a worshipping society. 
That there were persons among 
them who worshipped God in sin- 
cerity and truth, will not be dis- 


puted. But where were their pub- | 


fic altars? where was their sanc- 
tuary ? where were their public 
ministers of religion? where were 
their appointed sacrifices? where 
their statute book, the laws of 
their worship, the rules of their 
seciety, &c. kc. A worshipping 
society, without any forms and 
rites, and rules of worship, God 
never constituted. 

The seed of Abraham were des- 
tined to be the-subjects of special 
dispensations, throughout all their 
generations. This appedrs nd Tess 
in their history since the Christian 
era, and before their deliverance 
from Egyptian bondage, than in 
the intermediate time. But, du- 
ring all the intermediate time, they 
were the subjects of that peculiar, 
experimental, preparatory dispen- 
sation, which we have been con- 
sidering. They were constituted, 
and continued to be the Lord’s 
peculiar people, his only worship- 
ping congregation, (1 Chr. xxviii. 


‘8. Mic. ii, 5.) But while the or-| 
inances of their worship were: 


| 
' 
} 


i 
| 











wisely contrived to be types and 
prophecies of Christ, at the same 
time that they afforded .to. the 
world that experiment, which ap- 
pears to have been so. important 


fa part of their design; in like 


manner, an instructive intimation 
of the exclusion of the Jews from 
gospel privileges, and. of the ad. 
mission of the Gentiles, appears to 
have been given, in the characters 
of the members who. composed 
this sacred congregation. The 
great body of its constituents were 
the descendants of Abraham; but 
provision was made in its charter 
that Israelites should be excluded, 
that Gentiles might be admitted. 
(Deut.: xxiii. 1—8. © Exod. xil. 
43—47.) Nothing like this can be 
found in the covenant made with 
Abraham and his seed, as recorded 
in the seventeenth chapter of Ge- 
nesis. This covenant received into 
its arms every circumcised son of 
Jacob, (in whom the seed was ulti- 
mately called), without any excep- 


every Gentile, without any dis- 
tinction. It was, indeed, a stipu- 
lation of the covenant, that eyery 
Israelite should have add the males 
of his household circumcised ; but 
there is no intimation that they 
were ail thereby - incorporated 
among the covenant seed; or that 
they had more right to the terri- 
tory granted in the covenant, than 
had Ishmael or the sons of Ketu- 
rah. Jacob’s servants were cir- 
cumcised: but they did not be- 
come heads of tribes in Israel}; 
which they must have been, had 





circumcision endowed them with 


tion; and thrust from its embrace. 
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the privileges of the covenant 
seed. 

When the end for which any 
society was instituted has been 
accomplished, it is rational to 
expect its dissolution. The expe- 
riment for which the Congregation 
of the Lord had been organized, 
was completely made, when the 
Redeemer appeared, in the end of 
the world, “to take away sin by 
the sacrifice of himself.” The first 
covenant, established upon condi- 
tional promises, was proved, upon 
due trial, to be faulty, weak, and 
unprofitable; and the necessity of 
a better covenant, whose better 
promises should all be yea and 
amen in Christ Jesus, was clearly 
demonstrated: “ He taketh away 
the first that he may establish the 
second.” When “there was a 
disannulling of the commandment 
going before,”’ in which was con- 
tained the charter of the Congre- 
gation of the Lord, the society 
was dissolved. Stripped of the ]| 
character of a worshipping con- 
gregation, it lost its existence. 
The wall that had enclosed it, 
and partitioned it from the rest of 
mankind, was broken down when 
jts ordinances were nailed to the 
cross of Christ. (Eph. ii. 14, 15.) 

When the covenant that strictly 
regarded the seed of Abraham, 
and had circumcision for its sign, 











has been abrogated also, may not | 


Vou. IT] —WVew Series. 


be quite soclear. More light will 
be thrown upon this subject, when 
it shall have been decided whether 
that seed will ever be restored to 
the land of their fathers. Since 
the sacrifice of Christ, for a Gen- 
tile to receive circumcision, is a 
tacit acknowledgment that the 
Congregation of the Lord still 
exists; that its worship still has 
Divine authority ; and that Christ 
has died in vain. (Gal.'v. 2, 3.) 
But it is not so easy to decide, that 
an Israelite may not retain circum- 
cision, as the token of his relation 
to Abraham, and of his interest in 
the blessings which the covenant 
of circumcision secured to Abra- 
ham and his seed in their genera- 
tions. (See Acts xxi. 25.) 

If no divinely instituted society, 
organized for the worship of God, 
existed before the Congregation 
of the Lord; then the church or- 
ganization, now existing on Divine 
authority, is not founded on the 
Abrahamic covenant. 

If the Congregation of the Lord 
has been dissolved by Divine au- 
thority; then its charter cannot 
determine who are fit subjects of 
a gospel church. 

If the covenant of circumcision 
excluded Gentiles from its privi- 
leges ; then it could avail Gentile 
churches nothing, to establish it 
as their grand ecclesiastical char- 
ter. D. 
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MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


—. 


FOREIGN. 





Is addition to the Missionary stations 
in Asia, which we have before presented 
to our readers, are the following : 


EDINBURGH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 





Karass, in Caucasus, between the 
Black and Caspian seas, a town of Rus- 
sian Tartary, became the seat of mission- 
ary labours under this society in 1802. 
‘The Rev. Messrs. Patterson.and Galloway 
are labouring there: a 


Astracnan, near the northwestern 
shores of the Caspian Sea, is a city of 
Russian Tartary, situated at the mouth 
of the river Wolga. The mission com- 
menced here in 1814, and is still con- 
tinued under the superintendence of 
their missionary, the Rev. Mr. Glen, and 
Messrs. Mitchell and Dickson, who are 
employed as teachers. 

Orennvne, in Russian Tartary, is situ- 
ated northeast of the Caspian Sea, and 
is the thoroughfare from Siberia to Eu- 
ropean Russia. In 1814, the mission 
commenced in this place, and continues 
to be blessed with the labours of the 
Rey. Doctor Ross, Messrs. M*‘Alpine, 
Frazer, and a Cabarian by the name of 
Buchanan. Mr. Gray, a catechist, and 
Mr. Selby, a settler, -are also attached to 
this mission. 

i 


UNITED BRETHREN. 





Sanerta, on the Wolga, in Russian 
Tartary, has been occupied as a mission- 
ary station by the United Brethren since 
1765. The Rev. Messrs. Schill and Hueb- 
ner are labouring in this place. 


-——=e 


NETHERLANDS MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 





Java. In £818, two missionaries sailed 


from Holland to this island, for the estab- | 








lishment of a mission under the patrot, 
, age of this Society. 
—< 


WESLEYAN MISSIONS, 


—_— 


Crrton. This Society commenced a 
mission on the Island of Ceylon, in 1814, 
where the following stations are now 
occupied : 

1. Colombo, occupied by Rev. Messrs. 
Harvard and Clough. 

_ 2. Caltura, Rev. Mr. Fox. 

3. Galle, Rev. Mr. M‘Kenny. 

4. Mattura and Belligam, Rev. Messrs 
Callaway and Salmon. 

5. Negombo, Rev. Mr. Newstead. 

6. Jaffna, Rev. Mr. Squance. 

7. Point Pedro, Rev. Mr. Carver. 

8. Trincomalee and Batticaloe, Rey. 
Messrs. Erskine and Osborne. 

More than thirty schools are establish. 
ed; upwards of two thousand children 
are receiving instructions, and a number 
of additional missionaries and teachers 
have lately gone to strengthen the Is- 
bours of these stations. 


Bomsar. The mission commenced ir 
this place, under the Wesleyan Society. 
in 1816. A school has been established, 
in which about fifty boys are taught. 
Rev. Messrs. Horner and Fletcher are 
labouring here as missionaries. 

Mapras. The same society establistr- 
ed a mission here in 1817, where the 
Rey. Mr. Lynch is now stationed. 


re - 


AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, 

A Society composed principally of Congregational- 
ists and Presbyterians, and. much devoted to the 
cause of evangelical truth, and the dissemination 
of the gospel among those who are perishing for 
lack of knowledge. 





Bompay, the principal settlement on 
the west side of the great Peninsula, is 
the third of the British presidencies in 
India. This populous region was utterly 
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destitute of gospel light, when the mis- 
sionaries of this Society entered among 
them. Three stations are occupied, viz. 

1. The city of Bombay, where the mis- 
sion commenced in 1814. Here the late 
Rev. Mr. Newell laboured and died ; and 
here his worth will be long remembered, 
and his death long regretted. The Rev. 
Messrs. Hall and Bardwell are now em- 
ployed in the same good work. 

2. Mahim, an island of Bombay. In 
3818 the mission was established here, 
where the Rev. Mr, Graves is now sta- 
tioned. 

3. Tannah, where the mission was also 
established in 1818, is the principal town 
of the island of Salsette. The Rev. Mr. 
Nicholls-is engaged in missionary labours 
at this station. 

Twenty-five schools are established, 
and conducted by native teachers under 
the superintendence of the missionaries, 
in which are taught about a hundred 
Jewish children, besides more than twelve 
hundred heathen. 


Crrton. This Society has established 
two missionary stations on this island, 
which promise extensive usefulness, 

1. Tillipally, in the district of Jaffna, 
where the establishment commenced in 
1816. At this station the late Rev. Mr. 
Warren laboured, whose piety and zeal 
in the work of his Lord rendered him an 
ornament to the cause of missions, and 
whose death will not cease to be deeply 


. lamented. His surviving associate, the 


Rev. Mr. Poor, is still performing the 
active duties of a missionary there, as- 
sisted by Mr. Paramanundu, a native 
convert. 

2. Batticotta, in the same district, where 
the Rev. Messrs, Richards and Meigs, with 
the assistance of Mr. Tissera, a native 
convert, are performing the missionary 
labours, This station has been occupied 
since 1818. 

The Rev. Messrs. Winslow, Spalding 
and Woodward, missionaries, Dr. Spaul- 
ding, physician, and Mr. Garrett, printer, 
have recently been added to this mission. 











Schools are established under the super- 
intendence of the missionaries at these 
stations, in which about a thousand chil- 
dren are receiving instruction. 

Parsstiyz, the ancient residence of 
God’s chosen people, is become again, 
in these latter days, the seat of evange- 
lical labours. The Prudential Committee, 
by whom the concerns of this Society 
are administered, resolved, in 1819, to 
make the attempt, in reliance upon the 
fayour of Heaven, to erect the standard 
of the Cross in the “ Holy City,” asit was 
once properly denominated. The Rev. 
Messrs. Parsons and Fisk were sent out 
as missionaries the same year, who ar- 
rived at Smyrna in January 1820, whence 
they proceeded to Jerusalem, 


Sanpwica Istanps, a cluster of the 
Polynesia, became the field of mission- 
ary labours under this Society in 1819. 
Owyhee, Atooi, and other stations on 
these islands, are occupied by the mis- 
sionaries. The Rev, Messrs. Bingham and 
Thurston, missionaries, Mr. Chamberlain, 
agriculturalist, Dr. Holman, physician, 
Mr. Whitney, mechanic and schoolmaster, 
Mr. Ruggles, catechist and schoolmaster, 
and Mr. Loomis, printer and schoolmaster, 
occupy these stations, assisted by three 
natives who were educated at the Foreign 
Mission School, in Cornwall, Connecticut, 
viz. Honoree and Hopoo, natives of Owy- 
hee, and Tennooe, a native of Atoos 
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VepeEry, near Madras, in India, became 
a séat of Missionary exertions under the 
auspices of this Society as early as 1727, 
and continues to be occupied as such, 
The Rev. Dr. Rottler occupies the station 
here. 

TRICHINOPOLY, a town of India, in the 
peninsula. In 1766 the mission com- 
menced here, where the Rey. Mr, Kolhoff 
is now temporarily employed. 

Tansore, a town inthe peninsula, not 
far distant from Trichinopoly. The Rev 
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Mr. Kolhoff is stationed at this place, 
assisted by several natives. This mission 
commenced in 1766. 


i 


AMERICAN BAPTIST BOARD OF MIS- 
SIONS. 





Rancoon, the principal seaport town 
in the Burman empire, about 670 miles 
southeast of Calcutta. An unsuccessful 
attempt had been made to establish a 
mission here by the English missionary 
Society, whose labours have been so 
widely extended, and so remarkably 
blessed ; but, in this instance, it was the 
pleasure of God to reserve the field for 
the American Baptists, whom he excited 
to action by a remarkable providence. 
The Rev. Mr. Judson is the chief la- 
bourer here ; and till his arrival at this 
place in 1813, and indeed till he had 
spent some years after his arrival, in ac- 
quiring a knowledge of the language of 
the country, the whole empire of Bur- 
mah, containing a population of upwards 
of fifteen millions of inhabitants, was 
completely immerged in heathen super- 
stition, without one ray of gospel light. 
in 1814 he was received into the patron- 
age of this Society, and assigned perma- 
nently to this station. That God, whose 
providence directed him hither, has smil- 
ed graciously upon his labours. When 
our last accounts left that piace, he had 
baptized eleven of the native converts, 
and several others were earnestly inquir- 
ing after the Christian’s God, apparently 
impressed with a deep conviction of the 
necessity of a living Redeemer to save 
them. The prospect of this mission is 
highly promising, and it is expected that 
the number of labourers will be in- 
creased. 


Currracone, in Bengal, is about 450 


miles from Rangoon. The Rev. Mr. Col- 


man, who was for a season associated 
with Mr. Judson at Rangoon, removed | 
to this place in 1820, and has obtained | 
permission from the constituted authori- | 


ties to pursue the object of his mission. | 


| 








DIGAH. 


The following narrative, from the English 
Baptist Magazine, was related to the 
missionary, Rev. Mr. Rowe, by a native 
itinerant preacher at Digah in India. 
Wuewn one day deploring the little 

success attending our labours among the 

heathen, Roopdas quoted the words of 
our Lord: “For judgment I am come 
into this world ; that they which see not 
might see, and that they which see might 
be made blind.” I asked him how his eyes 
came to be opened. To this he replied 
by giving me the following account of his 
past experience. “ My parents,” said he, 
*‘ were worshippers of idols, and for this 
purpose always kept them in one corner 
of the house. When I was a boy, and 
without wisdom, I used to imitate others 
in the external acts of idol worship, such 
as bowing to the idol, saying, this is my 
god, &c.; but my heart had nothing to 
do with these things. My parents would 
frequently say, ‘You must bow to the 
god,’ and I followed their advice ; but 
the whole of my worship then amounted 
to nothing more than repeating what | 
heard others say, in their addresses to 
the idol. When I was about fifteen years 
of age, I felt a strong desire to know 
what was right; my mind became more 
enlightened, and I rejected idol worship. 

I also threw away every thing that was 

connected with the worship of idols. 

These convictions were first produced 

by reading attentively some of the Hin- 

doo shasters, in which the worshipping 
images made of wood and stone was 
forbidden. In these shasters it was also 
said, that God had sent his Son into the 
world, to teach men the way of right- 
cousness. The way exhibited, was an 
entire system of good works, and there 
was not a word respecting Christ, or his 
atonement. I resolved upon adopting 
this system in the most rigid manner, 
and to live, what was pointed out in the 
shasters to be, a life of holiness. I ab- 
stained from flesh, liquors, and all sen- 


| sual indulgences; adhered to truth in 











Vw VV Se Pe OOo OS Sw HCO ll lhe 


™" 


‘¥v 


— —— we 








The Jews. 147 








SS 





a = 





all I said; and was particularly cautious 
not to inflictpain of anydescription upon 
any living being. I sent my wife to her 
relations, left my father’s house, and be- 
came a Fakeer. I travelled a great deal, 
in hope of gaining more knowledge re- 
specting God, and the way of salvation. 
I was then in the habit of regularly pray- 
ing to God two or three times aday. As 
a preliminary to this exercise, I used to 
turn my face-to the north, ‘take off my 
turban, and place it on the ground by 
my side, spread my upper garment on 
the ground before me, and bow three 
times. The substance of my prayer was: 
‘Great God! Iam a sinner! I am help- 
less! I repent of my sins. Give me food. 
Give me raiment. Keep me from evil. 
Keep me in health. Forgive my sins. 
Deliver me from sin. Take me to heay- 
en.’ For about twelve years, I was tole- 
rably satisfied with this system of good 
works. At this period I was led to think 
more on what I was about, to obtain 
salvation, and I had many misgivings of 
mind on the subject; and the more I 
thought, the more my mind became 
unsettled. While in this state of mind, 
I had the following dream. I thought I 
saw a person come to me, clothed in 
white, and saying: ‘Go to some of the 
English people, and inquire of them 
respecting the way of salvation.’ The 
person then disappeared. When I awoke 
I related this dream to some of my friends, 
and said I would certainly go. They 
ridiculed me much, and told me I was 
gone mad. After this I took my journey 
to Calcutta, to visit some of my friends, 
and returned in about a year. I then 
repeated my determination to go to some 
sabib, to inquire respecting the way of 
salvation. My friends treated me as be- 
fore, with the exception of one (Seeb- 
das, who was afterwards baptized,) who 
agreed to accompany me. With this ob- 
ject in view, we proceeded to Dinapore, 
without knowing «any thing about the 
Missionaries at Digah. When we arrived 
9pposite the mission premises, I walked 
backwards and forwards in the public 








road, thinking within myself, ‘ Here are 
maniy sabibs, to which house shall I go” 
While revolving this over in my mind, 
the native schoolmaster, sceing I was a 
fakeer, came to me, made his salam, and 
asked me to go into his school. After 
asking me from whence I came, whither 
I was going, &c. he told me to sitdown. 
Soon after, Seebdas took up the Hindoo- 
stanee New Testament, and read part of 
our Lord’s sermon on the Mount. I then 
asked, ‘What kind of a book is this?’ 
The schoolmaster replied, ‘ This is the 
word of God, for every one to hear.’ I 
told him this was the very thing I came 
to inquire about. Brethren Brindabund 
and Kureem, who had been out publish- 
ing the gospel, now returned and enter- 
ed into conversation with me, The next 
day was Lord’s day, and I attended Hin- 
doostanee worship. What 1 heard and 
read came home to my heart. I re- 
nounced my cast, ate and drank with the 
brethren, and resolved to become a dis- 
ciple of the Lord Jesus Christ. Seebdas 
also did the same. When all this reach- 
ed the ears of my friends, many of them 
came to me, prostrated themselves at my 
feet, and entreated me with tears to re- 
turn to them. They promised to obtain 
my@past again. However, I was deter- 
mined to become a disciple of Christ, 
and resisted all their attempts to divert 
my attention from this object. When they 
found nothing would induce me torcturn, 
they gave me a great deal of abuise, and 
left me.” Since Roopdas made an oper 
profession, which is now several years 
ago, we have had to mourn over some 
things in his conduct, but I still hope 
his heart is right with God. 


— 


THE JEWS. 

A UTTLE remnant of God’s ancient 
people remains to this day, scattered, 
among the different nations of the world, 
retaining the relics of their former rites, 
still holding themselves a distinct gene- 
ration, and remaining in all the darkness 
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of unbelief. Remembering their fathers, 
their prophets, their covenant relation 
to God—remembering that Christ and 
his apostles were of that family, and that 
we received the word of Divine inspira- 
tion from them, we cannot remain indif- 
ferent to their present condition ; and it 
must afford real happiness to Abraham’s 
seed, who are heirs according to promise, 
to learn that, in the general efforts of 
the Christian world to disseminate the 
gospel, his natural posterity are not for- 
gotten. The following communication 
of Dr. Pinkerton, repecting the Jews in 
Poland, is from the London Jewish Ex- 
positor : 

“The intelligence communicated by 
Dr. Pinkerton to the Committee, during 
his late visit to England, was of a very 
interesting kind. 

“ He pointed out on the map a district, 
comprehending Russian and Austrian 
Poland, and a part of Turkey, in which 
he said at least three millions of Jews were 
to be found. 

«“ Among thesc he declared there is an 
unusual spirit of inquiry upon the subject 
of Christianity, and a readiness to reccive 
the New Testament, which surpasses 
expectation. As he himself travelled 
through their towns, they would _" 
exclaim, ‘ Here comes the Bible Mn, 
and he will give us Hebrew New Testa- 
ments.’ 

“ In confirmation of this statement, he 
read an extract of a lette: lately received 
by the Bible Society, from the Rev. Drs. 
Henderson and Patterson, who were, at 
the time of writing it, in the heart of this 
district. 

“They wrote, that ‘at one place,where 
there were 16,000 Jews resident,’ they 
found a Bible Society in active operation ; 
‘and who,’ said they, ‘do you suppose 
were the most zealous supporters of it? 
Tus Jews.’ They further declared, that 
among an interesting colony of Karaite 





Jews there, they found the Hebrew Tes- | 
tament in general circulation, and that | 
they spoke of it with the greatest re- | 
spect. And they added, that wherever ' 





they came, in those parts, their lodgings 
were actually besieged byyJews, who 
came asking for the Hebrew New Tes. 
tament. 

“Under these encouraging circum- 
stances, Dr. Pinkerton most affection. 
ately and solemnly pressed upon the 
Committee the necessity of cultivating, 
under the Divine blessing, this promising 
field. ‘Circulate,’ said he, ‘the New 
Testament as widely as possible; and, 
above all, send out as many well quali- 
fied Gentile missionaries as you can. Sow 
your seed plentifully, and send forth 
your labourers with earnest prayer for a 
blessing. Leave the result to God.’ 

“* We can only add, that it is the ear. 
nest desire of our Committee to follow 
the advice, and comply with the request 
of this experienced counsellor, if the 
Christian church will enable them to do 
so, by the increasing liberality of their 
contributions and support.” 
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SEAMEN, 





Ir is a subject of long and deep lamen- 
tation, that mariners are generally the 
most irreligious, the most thoughtless 
and profane of any class of human beings 
where the gospel is known. Their oc- 
cupation necessarily deprives them of 
the privilege of attending public worship 
a considerable proportion of their time, 
and their manner of spending the Sabbath 
upon the ocean, is calculated to syubvent 
serious meditations, and confirm them in 
that course of iniquity to which depraved 
human nature is alwaysso prone. Among 
the mighty efforts of God’s children, in 
these latter days, to reform an apostate 
world, there is none which is more 
praiseworthy in its object, or more bene- 
volent in its tendency, than that which 
has been recently undertaken for evan- 
gelizing this unhappy and long neglect 
edclass. Societies have been formed in 
England, (and their example is followed 
in some of the principal commercial 
towns in America), to impart religious 
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instruction to the children of the ocean ; 
and God has, in a high degree, succeed- 
ed the undertaking. His praises begin to 
be celebrated by multitudes while they 
plough the main ; and the breezes which 
swell their sails, bear up to heaven their 
prayers and thanksgivings. We have 
just received, by the packet from Liver 
pool, “Notices of the proceedings of 
the Liverpool and Seamen’s Friend So- 
ciety, and Bethel Union,” containing 
extracts from the reports of the Bethel 
Company, which we deem highly inter- 
esting to those who rejoice in the dispen- 


sation of Divine mercy. This Society is 


divided into six Companies, who all ap- 
pear to be intensely engaged in estab- 
ishing religious meeting's among seamen, 
and communicating instruction to them. 
They have devised an ensign, which is 
called the “ Bethel Flag,” and wherever 
it isunfurled, it is a signal to mariners 
that a religious meeting is held there for 
their special benefit. 


Such parts of the report as we be- 
lieve will be grateful to our readers, we 
here present them. 


Extracts from the Reports of the Bethel 
Companies. 


Wednesday, Sept. 19, 1821. Brig 
Mayflower; four seamen offered up 
thanksgiving prayers to Almighty God 
for his providential care during their 
tate voyage ; upwards of 500 present. 


Same Company on board the Nimble, 
September 26; Salthouse dock, oppo- 
site the end of Bridge-street, a street in- 
habited by the lowest and most degrad- 
ed of women, several of whom stood on 
the quay alongside of the vessel, and 
remained with serious attention, although 
it rained briskly most of the time. A 
solemn sense of this sacred service ap- 
peared to affect all present; number 
about 200. 


Sunday morning, Brig Druro, October 
7. Upwards of 500 persons present; 
many seamen deeply affected: a mem- 








ber of the Company gave an address; |! 


much interest excited; many inquiries 
will there be a prayer-meeting next sab- 
bath morning? 

Brig Emperor Alexander, September 
27. 100 present: a sailor set the tunes, 
also prayed, and made a deep, and it is 
hoped, a lasting impression on all who 
heard him. 


Brig George, October 1. 130 present; 
evening rather dark when the service 
commenced. A member of the Com- 
pany, who is blind, was called upon to 
begin. This blind brother, an old sailor, 
after singing, repeated the 6th chapter 
of the Epistle to the Romans, which 
was correctly done, and produced an 
impressive effect. 

Society’s School-room, American Ho- 
tel, September 30, Sunday. At 5 P. M. 
unfurled the Bethel flag from the win- 
dow, being the first time for Sabbath 
evening service.. Upwards of 200 Sea- 
men, Flatmen, &c. assembled, without 
any previous notice except from seeing 
the Bethel flag. Previous to the service 
commencing, a Flatman from an adjoin- 
ing dock, observing the flag waving in. 
the air, inquired of a friend entering the 
door, “ What’s to be done in the room 
aloft there?” It was answered, religious 
service. “Aye, but by whoam?” By 
some friends belonging to the Bethe! 
Compamies. “ They be au Methodier. 
beant they 2”? We have no names among 
us but followers of them who inherit the 
promises. “Nea, but beant thea Metho- 
dies 2”? Some of them are, my good fel- 
low, for there happens to be a loca 
preacher among them. He said no more, 


t took to his heels, and was out of sight 


in an instant. About fifteen or twenty 
minutes had elapsed, when he entered 
the room with about 20 Seamen, Flat 
men, and a few poor Irishmen with their 
sickles in their hands, picked yp in the 
scramble. They were all very attentive. 
When it was announced that some mem- 
bers of the Bethel Companies would be 
in attendance the next sabbath evening, 
much pleasure was felt at the intelli- 
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wence, as was evinced by their hearty 
expression of “thank God.” 

Lowland Lass, George’s Dock, Sep- 
tember 28. A sailor, never at prayer 
ineeting before, said to one of the mem- 
bers, “I say shipmate, my dear fellow, I 
have got much good under these pray- 
ers. Lam going to sea on Sunday morn- 
ing—pray for me.” “ Pray for yourself,” 
it was answered, “retire oft as possible 
—read the Bible—pray for the ship’s 
company, and God will answer your 
prayers. We will pray for you also.” 

Ship Blucher, September 17. About 
200 present, most of them Seamen ; ma- 
ny were much affected, especially when 
a poor black sailor prayed. 

Brig George, September 18, A nu- 
merous company present; a captain late- 
iy arrived from the whale fishery gave a 
short exhortation; a very attentive and 
serious auditory. 

Brig Druro, September 29. The deck 
was crowded, and many stood on shore ; 
two seamen implored the blessing and 
protection of Almighty God on their 
voyage about to be undertaken, and ac- 
knowledged former mercies. The day 
had been unfavourable, and the evening 
was boisterous ; on that account we had 
great attention paid to our comfort, by 
having a covering overa greater part of 
the deck, and on the conclusion of the 
service, the Captain very handsomely of: 
fered his vessel for another meeting on 


the next morning at 7 o’clock, which 


was thankfully accepted, and notice 
given out accordingly. 

Waterloo, September 21. Captain 
¥¥—— very politely not only offered the 
deck of his vessel, but the use of his 
cabin, if necessary." He was present 
with part of his crew, who were order 
ly and very serious. 

Messrs. §. Hurry & Co.’s Warehouse, 
October 10. After the prayer-meeting, 
4 sailor just arrived from America, a poor 
Scotsman, {as he called himself,) ad- 


dressed himsclito the brethren, desirous i 
"+ . ° . . ‘ e7 4 . 2.2 P 3 
ing directed te some lodging-house |! to explain the @bject of their visit, ane 











where he could be among serious peo. 
ple. He was desired to wait upon one 
of the Secretaries. 

The following letter is copied to show : 
how much seamen value prayer.—It was 
addressed to Mr. J » a member of 
one of the Bethel companies. 


“ Srm,—I am sorry to inform you I am 
going to sea this day, and I hope yon 
will remember me in your prayers. | 
know that fmay, and am sure that I will 
meet with many people that will endea. 
vour to draw me into many snares.—| 
hope you willexcuse my trembling hand, 
as Ihave not five minutes to spare.—! 
know that the prayers of the righteous 
will avail; may God bless you and all 
your endeavours, I know you are a Sea. 
man’s friend.—I cannot say no-more at 
present, but remain your sincere well 
wisher, &e. 





ALEXANDER F-———.”’ 

October 7, at 7 A. M. prayer-meeting; 
several of the brethren connected with 
the Bethel Companies met on board a 
flat on the canal.: They began the ser- 
vice with singing; immediately the sur- 
rounding scenery became truly anima- 
ting, bordering indeed upon the ludi- 
crous. Most of the flatmen, with the: 
families, were below deck in their cabins 
or their beds. The burst of voices pro- 
duced almost a greater momentum than 
if the shock of an carthquake had been 
felt. In an instant were seen the aroused 
and half-undressed heads and shoulders 
of flatmen, flatmen’s wives and children, 
passing through the hatchways of their 
little cabins, rubbing their eyes, and 
looking around them with a stare of 
amazement, to learn what this noise 
meant. At the same time the inhabit- 
ants in the adjaccnt houses (mostly filled 
with lodgers) being awakened, the sash- 
es were thrown open, and some dozens 
of heads, covered with night-caps, turn- 
ing in different angles to find the inter- 
tion of this, to them so unusual a sound. 
The brethren embraced this opportunity 
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invited the flatmen and their families to 
attend. Before the hymn ‘was sung, they 
had put on their clothes, and, with their 
wives and little ones, assembled around 
the flag. The big tear was scen to roll 
down many of their cheeks, while the 
members of the Company were pleading 
at the throne of grace for their salvation. 
Many tracts were distributed. 

A gentleman not in the Bethel Union, 
was witnessing a great numbe? of vessels 
passing through the dock gates on the 
10th October, going to sea, the wind 
being fair. On these occasions our poor 
sailors too often indulge in an extra glass. 
fn the midst of the great bustle made at 
such times, many oaths are generally 
heard, mixed with the necessary orders, 
both amongst the men working the yes- 
sels out of dock, and others. When all 
was over—the vessels in the stream—and 
the men had taken their last adieu of 
their friends and relatives, this gentle- 
man remarked to a Bethel friend, that 
he had not heard a single oath from a 
seaman durmg the whole time. He had, 
indeed, heard a deatman swear, but he 
was instantly reproved by a sailor pre- 
sent. 

The tracts distributed at the close of 
cach service have been very thankfully 
received, particularly among the flatmen 
on the canal. 


Extracts from the first and second Reports 
of the Committee of Public Worship. 


Pusuc worship has been regularly 
maintained every Sabbath afternoon, as 
follows, viz. 

16th September, by the Rev. Dr. Raf- 
fles, ship Baffin, Queen’s Dock, 1500 
persons present, and very attentive. 

23d September, by the Rey. J. Lister, 
ship Penelope, Queen’s Dock, about 
1000 or 1200 persons present, uncom- 
monly still, and apparently very anxious 
to hear, 

30th September, preaching by the 
Rey. James Wood, on board the Baffin, 


7th October, Dr. Stewart, on board 
the George, Capt. Tanner, Queen’s Dock, 
about 600 persons. 

14th October, by the Rev. J. Widows, 
on board the William, King’s Dock, only 
about 200 persons present on account of 
the rain. 

2ist October, by the Rev. Robert 
Wood, on board the William, King’s 
Dock, to about 1000 persons. 

28th October, by the Rev: Moses 
Fisher, on board the William, Salthouse 
Dock, to about 6 or 700 persons. 

Your Sub-committee have to report, 

from the statement of the members who 
have attended the ministers while preach- 
ing on board the various vessels, that the 
congregations have been remarkably at- 
tentive, and not the least desire to dis- 
turb the worship has been shown by any 
one; but, on the contrary, an apparent- 
ly anxious wish to catch every word has 
been manifested by many who were at- 
tracted to the vessels by the sound of the 
minister’s voice, or by the Bethel Flag: 
waving in the air. 
They have much pleasure in stating, 
that after the service on Sabbath-day, 
28th October, a person came forward, 
and very handsomely offered the ‘use of 
his house, (which was exactly opposite 
the ship,) to the minister or any member 
of the Committee who may attend upon 
him when the weather should be unfa- 
vourable, er for any other purpose. 





Extracts from the second Report of the 
Boarding and Lodging-House Commit- 
tee. 


Your Committee beg leave to state the 
result of their survey of the different 
houses recommended to them. They 
have selected those included in the ac- 
companying list, as likely to enter into 
the views of this society. They have in- 
variably held out to the different house- 
keepers the necessity of a good example 
on their part, as indispensably requisite 
to promote the desired improvementjn 
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time warning them of the consequence 


the number of houses appear to be few, 
your Committee wish to observe that, 
conceiving the greatest precaution ne- 
cessary, they have not yet been enabled 
to include a greater number. They make 
no doubt but many may, in time, be add- 
ed, and look forward to receiving from 
the friends of the Institution the names 
of others calculated to conform to the 
rules of the Society. 

Your Committee have caused a num- 
ber of the lists of houses herein-mention- 
ed, to be provided for the purpose of 
distribution amongst the vessels, by the 


boatmen, or otherwise; and they con- 
ceive this part of their duty may in a 
great measure be promoted, by the mem- 
bers of the General Committee, or other 





friends of the society, taking charge of | 
a few, and presenting them as occasions | 


may offer. They have the pleasing com- 
wunication to make of the very hand- 
some manner in which Mr. J. H - 
(a very respectable member of the soci- 
ety of Friends,) has presented the soci- 
ety eaeN 10. volumes of suitable 
books, which it will be the study of the 
committee to do their best with. They 
have to request, that a vote of credit 
may be granted them for 24 Bibles, 24 
Testaments, the like number of the 
Sailor’s: Magazine, and a proportion of 
Tracts, for the purpose of forming the 
different libraries. (‘These were granted. ] 





— te 


Laxtracta from the second Report of the 
School Committee. 

Tus Day Schoo! in the large room, 
American Hotel, now contains 122 boys, 
and the number is gradually increasing. 
Several gentlemen have called to visit it 
at different times, and expressed them- 
sclyes highly pleased with its order, with 
the improvement of the children, and 


the constant attention of the master. 


The Sunday School contains about 150 








havs. They are improving in attendance ! 


and behaviour; but it will be a work of 


of neglecting so essential a point. Should || time to bring them into orderly habits, 


owing to the awfully neglected state in 
which most of them have hitherto lived. 


DOMESTIC. 


Extract of a letter from the Treasurer of 
the Young Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s Ju- 
ventle Mission Society in Aurelius, N.Y. 
dated Union Springs, Cayuga countu, 
NM. Y. Sept. 17, 1821. 


Our Juvenile Mission Society has de. 
creased in numbers, on account of the 
rapid emigration from this place to the 
West, particularly of young people. And 
though a few stand firm in this sacred 


cause, yet from the extreme pressure of | 


the times in pecuniary concerns, we are 
able to do but very little as to raising 
money. We have but a trifle now in the 
treasury, which I think it probable we 
shall forward some time next winter et 


|| spring, but cannot tell certainly what the 


society will do. 

We have endeavoured, however, this 
summer, to surmount the difficulty of ob- 
taining money, in part, by doing some- 
thing in a way of domestic articles. We 
have accordingly got a piece of flanned 
cloth wove of from 35 to 40 yards, all 
done without any expense, except for 
weaving. We concluded that this cloth 
would turn to more immediate advantage, 
if we applied it to the Indian school a 
Oneida, under the care of the Hamilten 
Baptist Mission Society. We were ap- 
prized, that the funds for that school 
were yet very inadequate for its support; 
and we feel ourselves under very pres 
ing obligations to assist all that we cam 
in the reformation of the Indians still 
existing ‘in our own settlements. The 
door is now opening, we believe, with 
a prospect of useful operations among 
them. 

We have not, however, abandoned the 
cause of Foreign Missions. We feel * 





deep anxiety for the success of those of 
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‘establishment. 
Society, at our annual meeting, last May, 
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deavours among the heathen, and would | going forth. Many are running to and 


wish ever to hold ourselves in readiness 
to impart what little we can to that ob- 
ject towards which duty shall seem most 
distinctly to point. 


We desire to unite with all who rejoice | 
in the rising prospects of the Redeemer’s | 
kingdom, in praising God for the late — 
intelligence of the happy effects of truth | 


upon the dark region of Burmah! and 


nnite with you, and all our brethren, in | 
prayer for the long continuance of bro- | 
ther Judson—for the recovery of his | 


companion to health—for the future suc- 


cess of the mission—and for the stability | 


ef those who have already professed faith | 


tn the blessed Saviour, the Eternal God. 

Permit me to assure you, that whether 
tn future we send our mite to the funds 
of the Foreign Mission, or apply it to the 
benefit of our Indian neighbours, we feel 
the cause to be one. We do believe that 
we feel ourselyes united to you in the 
bonds of the gospel, and in one general 
cause, to do good to the souls of our 
fellow creatures. 

Weare permitted to live in an eventful 
age. The banners of the gospel are wide 
unfurled—the heralds of the Cross are 


| fro, and knowledge is increased. The 
i wild, untutored savage, 


“ Whose soul proud Science never taught to stray,’ 


is now beginning to discover the bright 
dawning of the light of truth, while the 
blessings of civilization are fast approach- 
ing hun. 

In those dark regions of the East, too, 
where satan has held undisturbed do- 
minion for so many ages past, his king- 
dom now begins to tremble, and the 
churches of Christ are once more arising 
upon the plains of Asia. 

We do not expect by our exertions to 
enlarge His kingdom beyond the bounds 
fixed by the eternal decree of Heaven, 
nor to convert one soul to the faith of the 
gospel who was not for ever included in 
the particular number of the redeemed, 
and for whom Christ carried his own 
bieod into the Sanctuary on high; but 
we count it our highest privilege, that 
while God is carrying on his own work, 
he condescends to make use of such 
feeble instruments as we are, to forward 
the accomplishment of his eternal pur- 








poses, k. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


REVIVALS, &c, 





Extract of a letter, dated Near Port- 
Royal, Tenn, January 19, 1822. 


I rnrcErvep the Prospectus for the Co- 
tumbian Star and Latter Day Luminary ; 
and should be glad you would send me 
one paper, and two of the Luminary. 

I am always glad to hear of the pros- 
perity of Zion, and the cause of Christ ; 
but I must acknowledge my feelings 
were uncommonly wrought upon by 
hearing of the success of the Fort Wayne 
: The Red River Mission 








that establishment. The Board, also, in 
November last, voted fifty dollars for the 
use of the Cherokee Mission at the Val- 
ley Towns. F. 





Extract ofa letter, dated Williamston, N.C. 
Jan. 26, 1822. 


You will no doubt recollect, on leay- 
ing my house in June 1820, you went te 
the little town of Washington, on your 
way to Newbern, preached there, and tar- 
ried at the house of Mr. Martin, who 
had been a Methodist preacher for about 
forty years. Having been convinced of 








yoted seventy-five dollars to the use of 


his duty, he was, with his lady and some 


blacks, last May, baptized. Some short 
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time after, I was called to assist at his 
ordination as a Baptist minister; and 
also to baptize others, at the same place. 
They have since built a very comfortable 
Meeting-house, and have now regular 
preaching by the Baptists, where a 
preacher of that order, a few years pa&t, 
could scarcely have liberty to set his foot. 
Ican truly say, with one of old, “ This is 
the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in 
our eyes.” 

You will perceive by the Minutes, that 
154 were added tothe churches of our 
Association the past year. B. 








Extract of a letter, dated Batavia, N.Y. ' 
29th January, 1822. 
I have the pleasure to intorm you that 
by considerable exertion of a few friends, 
ave have succeeded in organizing a Bap- 
tist socicty im the village of Buffalo, and 
that our prospects look more favourable 
than we had any reason to expect. 
had preaching last Lord’s-day, and re- 
joiced to see that some present appeared | 
awakened and concerned. 
The donation of a church lot, in our | 
village, has just been obtained. Res 4 





a7. 
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Extract of a letter, dated Waterford, Erie 

county, Pa, 30th January, 1822. 

We have had a precious rain of grace | 
in these parts, of late. Elder Gillet and 

myself have baptized 73, in our infant : 

church, in about four months. The work | 

still goes on.—Pray for us. A. 





Lxtract of a letter, dated Liberty, Bedford | 
county, Virginia, Feb. 1, 1822 

We have a very comfortable revival of | 
religion in this county. The good work | 
of the Lord commenced last August. 
Since that time, about forty-one have 
been added to different Baptist churches 
by baptism. About ten or twelve more | 
are candidates. 
The blessed Redeemer’s cause is still | 
advancing. A goodly number arc in- | 
quiring the way to heaven. Among | 








become able ministers o: the New Tes- 
tament. One or two have already entere¥ 
the field, and are preaching the gospel, 
This revival commenced at a section 
meciing about the fourth Lord’s day in 
August, and has been watered chiefly by 
the labours of brethren Harris and Left. 
witch. The youth, of both sexes, have 
been almost the only subjects of it. 
Dear brother, pray for me, and for my 
family of unconverted children, that the 
Lord would be pleased to give them 
repentance unto life. E. 





Extract of a letter, dated Coventry, N.Y. 
6th February, 1822, 

Nothing special has taken place re- 
cently in this section of the country, ex- 
cept in Spencer, Tioga county, where 
about eighty have been hopefully con- 
verted to God, and joined the Baptist 
church in that place. T. 





Extract of a letter, dated Haliawell, (Me. 
7th February, 1822. 

There is an appearance of a revival 
of religion. There is a revival at North 
Yarmouth ; and about fifty, J understand, 
have been converted. Our little band 
are united, in sentiment and affection. C. 





Extract of a letter, dated Baltimore, 
12ta February, 1822. 

Last night we had an annual meeting 
of the Baltimore Female Society for 
educating Cherokee Indian children.— 
Brother Finlay delivered a most excel- 
lent and appropriate missionary sermon 
to a crowded house; after which a col- 
lection was taken up, and upwards of 


| twenty new subscribers added to the 


society, Iam pleased to see a mission- 


ary spirit reviving amongst us. _R. 


—_-- 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. 0. C 
Comstock, pastor of the Baptist Church 
at Trumansburg, N. Y. dated March 
5, 1822. 

With humble gratitude would I inform 
you, that God has recently visited this 


those baptized are some promising young i quarter of his moral vineyard with the 


men, who, we haye reason to hope, will |! refreshing dews of bis heavenly grace. 
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About the 1st of last January the revival 
commenced, in the town of Ovid, New 
York. Its operation has been chiefly 
confined to the southern region of the 
town. The principal labourer in this 
gracious work, has been the Rev. John 
Lewis, of the Baptist denomination, and 
pastor of the church in Farmersville. 
Twenty-seven of the new converts have 
already united themselves to this church, 
and a number of others, it is expected, 
will shortly follow their example. Thus, 
in the progressive developement of the 
eternal and immutable purpose of God, 
saints are comforted, ministers encou- 
raged, recording angels delighted, while 
the character of God appears in all the 
ineffable brightness of his glory. 


ee 


Extract of a letter, dated Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Feb. 17, 1822. 

On the 11th of January, 1821, a new 
Baptist church was constituted in this 
city, by the name of “ The Enon Baptist 
Church of Cincinnati,’ consisting of 29 
members. The church was dependant 
on occasional supplies until the month 
of June, when brother Samver Eastman 
unexpectedly paid us a visit. After 
preaching for several weeks to much ac- 
ceptance, he complied with the request 
of the church to labour with us for three 
months. During this period, it was pro- 
posed to erect a new place of worship. 
The undertaking was commenced on the 
first of October last. It was the deter- 
mination of the church, in the erection 
of this edifice, to avoid any responsibility 
which should reach beyond resources 
actually realized. To this rule they have 
firmly adhered; and, under the smiles 
of Divine Providence, this new building, 
dedicated to the worship of the Most 
High, is now very nearly completed, and, 
it is expected, will be opened for Divine 
service in about four weeks. 

It deserves to be recorded, with gra- 
iitude, that notwithstanding a state of 
pecuniary embarrassment among our 
citizens, almost without a precedent in 
any community, contributions in money, 











labour, nd materials, have far exceede@ 
the hopes of the most sanguine. The 
building is situated ia the centre of the 
city. It is built of brick. Its size is 40 
feet by 60. The floor is an inclined plane, 
the’ seats rising above each other, from 
the pulpit to the opposite extremity of 
the floor; and will accommodate about 
700 persons. The basement story fur- 
nishes a large and commodious vestry, 
30 by 40. 

At the expiration of the first engage- 
ment with brother Eastman, he was in- 
vited to labour among us for six months 
longer; and, subsequently, to become 
our pastor, which office he has accepted. 
Under his ministry, there have been 
added to the church 16; two have been 
dismissed by letter. Our present num- 
ber is 43, walking together in the fet- 
lowship of the gospel. 
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ORDINATIONS. 





MR. JOHN P. THOMPSON. 

Ow Tuesday evening, the Sist of July 
last, at the Meeting-house of the Thiré 
Baptist church in Philadelphia, the Rev. 
Joun P. Taomeson was solemnly set apart 
to the work of the ministry, by ordina- 
tion. 

The exercises were opened with prayer 
by the Rev. Mr. Huggens. The prefato- 
ry sermon was delivered by the Rev. Dr. 
Staughton, from John vii. 46. * Wever 
man spake like this man.” He also pro- 
posed to the candidate the usual inter- 
rogatories, to which were returned the 
most satisfactory replies. 

The Rev. Mr. Peckworth, pastor of the 
church, offered the ordination prayer, 
and affectionately presented the right 
hand of fellowship. Brother Huggens 
placed the Holy Scriptures in the hands 
of brother Thompson, exhorting him te 
make them the rule of his ministrations, ~ 

nd the medium of his encouragement 
and comfort. The Rev. Mr. Griffin de- 
livered the charge, from 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2 


: © I charge thee therefore before God, and 
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the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the 
svorld at his appearing and his kingdom ; 
Preach THE worn.” 


MR. WILLIAM SEDWICKE. 

Ox the 21st of October, 1821, at Rock- 
ville, Maryland, the Rev. Wittram Sep- 
Wick was ordained co-pastor of the Bap- 
tast Church, Bethel, which church was 
constituted on the 20th of the same 
month. The Rev. O. B. Brown, delivered 
the sermon from Acts viii. 35. Then 
Philip opened his mouth, and began at the 
same scripture, and preached wnto him 
Jesus.” The Rev. Thomas Barton offered 
the ordaining prayer. The solemn charge 
was given by the Rev. John Healey, 
from 2 Tim. iv. chap. The right hand 
ef fellowship, by the Rev. William 
Clingan; And the concluding prayer by 
the Rev. Mr. Brown. During the exer- 
cises, the greatest seriousness and atten- 
tion prevailed in the assembly, and there 
is reason to hope the God of assemblies 
presided, 

MR. ABRAHAM A. CLARK. 

Ox the 10th of February, 1822, at the 
Olive Branch Baptist Meeting-house, in 
Gonecuh county, Alabama, the Rev. 
Aprauam A. CrarkK was solemnly or- 
dained to the work of the Christian 
ministry. 

The introductory prayer was offered 
By the Rev. William Jones, who also 
preached the sermon, from Isaiah Ixii. 


te 





6, 7. “ I have set watchmen upon thy walls, 
O Jerusalem, which shall never hold their 
peace, day nor night. Ye that make men- 
tion of the Lord, keep not silence; and 
give him no rest till he establish, and ul 
he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth.” 
The usual questions were put to the 
candidate, and the ordination prayer was 
offered, by the Rev. William Jones. The 
charge, and a very appropriate address 
to the church, were delivered by the 
Rev. Alexander Travis. 

The whole of the services were per- 
formed in a solemn and highly interest- 
ing manner, 


DEATH OF JOHN WITHINGTON, ESQ. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. J. Cauldwell, 
New York, (son of the excellent Deacon 
Cauldwell, who finished his holy course 
on the 4th of February last), to a friend 
in Philadelphia, dated the 27th ultimo. 


‘*T have now to communicate intelli- 
gence respecting the death of our friend 
Mr. Withington. He departed this life, 
without a struggle or groan, about half 
past nine, this morning. This is another 
severe affliction to our family, to our 
friends, and to the church. But it was 
the will of Heaven—why should we 
murmur at the just ways of Providence ? 
He is gone to ‘another and a better 
world ;’ there to be re-united to my dear 
father, and to join the song of the re- 





deemed,” 











OBITUARY, 








MRS. RUTH GREENE, 


Lats wife of the Rev. Samvet R. 
Greene, pastor of the Baptist church in 
Wilmington, Delaware, was born at Lit- 
tle Compton, in the state of Rhode-Island, 
in the year 1787. Her parents were 





eminently pions, and died triumphing in 





the grace of our Lord Jesus Chirist. At 
the age of eighteen, she became ac- 
quainted with the evil of sin, and with 
the way to eternal life, through the me- 
diation of the Son of God. She made a 
profession of his name, and continued 
to adorn that profession, until she had 
fought the fight, and finished her course. 


ab 
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Olituary.—Mrs. Htuth Greene. 
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She was a person of a most tender | 


spirit ; ever fearful of mistaking her re- 
figious exercises, and ever anxious that 
the Lord would try her, and see if there 
were any wicked way in her, and lead 
her in the way everlasting. Her love to 
the people of God was fervent and con- 
finual. It seemed scarcely possible she 
could ever consider herself offended. 
Wherever she saw, in others, offence 


given or taken, she was among the first | 





to remove unpleasant impressions, to | 


obviate mistaken apprehensions, and 
restore the consolations of Christian lo¥e. 
Few had ever paid more constant atten- 
fion to the precept of the Saviour,— 
“Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly 
iv heart.” Her views of evangelical truth 
were comprehensive and clear. She was 
ever prepared for experimental conver- 
‘sation, and was particularly useful in 
directing the distressed bosom to the 
Lamb of God. She was much engaged 
in daily prayer to the Lord, and felt her 
mind deeply interested in the missionary 
efforts which are now employed for 
spreading the empire of Christ. She 
was a much beloved member of the Fe- 
male Bible Society of Wilmington. This 
truth, the amiable ladies of that Institu- 
uon most agreeably testified, by follow- 
ing, as a body, her remains to the tomb. 


Her health, for some time past, had 
Been imperfect; but on the morning of 
Monday, the 4th ultimo, she seemed 
unusually well. Alas! how delusive are 
all-earthly impressions and prospects! 
About one o’clock, P. M. the same day, 
she was taken, suddenly and violently, 
with a cramp in the stomach; a disease 









which baffled the superior skill of her | 


physicians, and proved to be the mes- 
Senger, destined to remove her to the 
fand of endless rest. 

During the trying scene, which lasted 
about thirty-six hours, her mind was 
divinely supported. The torture of her 
body was surmounted by her confidence 
in her Redeemer. On being asked how 
she felt herself, she replied, “ Cou, 


ng a ee . 





calm—very calm, very calm.” Being 
asked on what ground her hopes of fu- 
ture happiness rested, she answered, 
“ My hope is like Mount Zion ; it is fixed 
on Christ immutably. O! He is an Al- 
mighty Friend. I feel him such to me. 
—*“ Now,” said she, “I can give up my 
dear husband, my dear children, and all 
of you. I have not a tie on earth—all is 
dissolved. I know whom I have believed, 
and that he is able to keep that which 
I have committed into his hand until that 
day.” 

She earnestly pressed on her husband 
to preach with increased faithfulness and 
zeal, and that he would urge professors 
of the gospel to remember, that the vows 
of God were upon them. She affection- 
ately requested, that he would train up 
the dear children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord, hoping it might 
be their happiness all to meet again ip 
the kingdom of heaven. 


On seeing some of her dear connex- 
ions in tears, she said, “O! don’t weep 
for me—don’t weep for me—I long for 
the hour of release to come.” Aboui 
fifteen minutes before her dissolution, 
her husband coming into the room, she 
gave a signal for prayer, by pressing his 
hand and looking upwards, He prayed 
—her pain subsided—she smiled; and, 
about twenty minutes past one, on Wed- 
nesday morning, she fell asleep. 

Her funeral occurred in the afternogn 
of the succeeding day. The reverend 
clergy of Wilmington, and a long tfain 
of mourners, testified the sense they 
cherished of her moral worth, and their 
sympathy with her surviving family, un- 
der the heavy loss they had been called, 
A 


funeral discourse was delivered, in the 


at an unexpected hour, to sustain. 


evening of the day, by the Rev. Dr. 
Stauchton, from Rev. xiv. 13. “ I heard 
a voice fron heaven, saying unto me, 
Write, Blessed are the dead which die 
in the Lord; yea, saith the Spirit, that 

they may rest from their labours, and 
neir works do follow fkenr.” 
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CANTICLES If. 14. 


9 «ty dove, that art in the clefis of the rock, in the 
secret places of the stairs, let me see thy counte- 
mance, let me hear thy voice; for sweet is thy 
voice, and thy countenayge is comely. 


An why dtd I wander from Jesus my Lord, 
Forgetful of favours divine! 

‘Vhis wilderness dreary no joy can afford, 
Where, lost in distraction, I pine. 


‘Che Prince of the day from my vision 
is fled, 
And darkness pervades the domain ; 
-Alone and forlorn the wild desert I tread, 
Where terror and solitude reign. 


“be night gathers blackness—the angry 
clouds rise—~ 
The thunders of Sinai resound ; 
The ensigns of mourning obscure the 
brigzlt skies, 
And dangers my footsteps surround. 


To the clefts of the rock, the munitien of 
wo, 
In wild consternation I fly ; 
These mountains and vallies my anguish 
shall know, 
When, sunk in despondence, I die. 


Now, through the dark cloud, from the 
mansion of day, 
The spring-beam of glory descends ; 
The voice of compassion is borne on the 
eae 


And hope to my bosom extends: 


fl “ For sweet to my ear is the voice of my 
love, 
“Thy countenance fair to my eyes.” 


His breath, like the zephyr that flows 
o’er the lawn, 

|| Perfum’d with the odours of love, 

Dispels the rude tempest that clouded 
the dawn, 

pyAnd enlivens with joy from above. 








| His accents the light of salvation impart ; 
All nature his glory displays ; 
His smiles of complacence enrapture m) 
heart, 
And creation is fill’d with his praise. 








A HYMN, 

| Written immediately after hearing a Discourse from 
Job xxxvi. 22,.—* Behold! God exalteth by his 
power: who teacheth like him:” 


Wuite the benighted heathen praise 
Their gods of brass, of wood and stone; 
Let Zion’s honour’d children raise 

A song to their Jehovah’s throne. 


Their cov’nant God’s almighty arm 
Broke the Egyptian bonds; and brings 
His chosen, free from ev’ry harm, 
Beneath the shadow of his wings. 





True to the promise that he sware 

To Abram, that his favour’d seed 
Should Canaan’s fruitful region share— 
His mercy reach’d their ev’ry need. 





“O, why should my dove in despondency 
lie, 
“The victim of grief and despair! 
“ Thy groans of contrition ascend to the 
sky, 
“ And mercy and pardon are there. 


* Nor mountains, nor vailies, thy sorrow 
shall hide, 
“ Nor peace to thy besom bestow; 
* ‘fhe rocks of the desert, where dragons 
reside, ‘ Mau? % 


Their tribes, beneath his guiding hand, 
Found, im tae wilderness, a way 
Which led them to that promis’d land,—~ 
Faint type of Glory’s future day. 


When by the Spirit taugit to feel, 

And oft 2 wanderine heart bemoan, 

He heals the wounds that none can heal, 
And makes them trust on Christ alone. 


For ever sh#fl his ransom’d find, 





“ Ré-echo the tale of thy wo. 


‘ 


o 


Tho’ thorny patns their peace annoy, 
His word unchanging still, and kind; 


In Heaven, their God, their crown, their 





my dove, 
® Let songs of salvation arise ; 


Forsake the dire mansion of grief Q, |! 





joy. 
OMEGA. 
Washington. 
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